Christmas in Uganda
Christmas is Uganda’s biggest holiday. It is as big as the Korean New Years and  Thanksgiving combined. A large number of people visit their hometowns in the countryside during the Christmas season. As Christmas draws near, transportation costs begin to rise. In some areas, ticket prices go up two or three times the normal prices. So, people who are able, like to leave for their hometowns as soon as possible. Even the number of inpatients of Mulago Hospital declines sharply. During the Christmas season, most of the patients are discharged except for some serious cases. 

If you hop down to the city at this time, you’ll find the streets look different with well-dressed young and old people on them, who make the streets bright. It is said that couples who do not give good presents to each other should prepare for a breakup. Merchants make considerable proceeds at the Christmas sale. Before a big shopping mall from the Republic of South Africa opened, even the price of necessities used to increase. In particular, soda went up in price because everybody drinks soda at parties. 

On my first Christmas here in Uganda, I couldn’t feel the Christmas spirit because Uganda is so far from a white Christmas. Uganda is at its hottest during the Christmas season. But now, I feel the Christmas spirit even in early December. People get a little bit excited when Christmas comes around. In particular, many public officers are absent from work. So, the progress of most work in Uganda is very slow from mid December to early January. 

However, the people have lost the spirit to learn from God, who became human, in the person of Jesus Christ; everyone just enjoys the ‘Christmas’ season. Uganda’s crime rates are highest in December because people need money to enjoy Christmas. 

This year, my children and I visited Sanyu Baby Home, an orphanage Bethesda clinic is helping. Children stopped crying as soon as I held them in my arms. Children who missed people’s touch…. After feeding a baby called Sarah with a nursing bottle, I burped her by tapping on her back. My children asked me if I did the same thing to them when I brought them up. They fed crying children with nursing bottles for the first time. My daughter complained that a baby she was feeding threw up on her clothes with a smile on her face. 

   
I wish that Christmas would become the day when outcast people are loved.
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The Idi Amin memorial Hall…

On August 16 2003, the notorious dictator Idi Amin died of a cardiac failure in Saudi Arabia, the place of his exile, not being able to return to his hometown. He is the one who made Uganda, an infamous African country, well-known to the world. Now Africa is, in our minds, closely associated with Uganda and vice versa. 

   
We are not sure how many people Idi Amin, nicknamed the human butcher, killed. But it is estimated at least 300,000 and in remote places, up to 500,000 people. The archbishop of the Anglican Church, who shuddered at the bloodshed under Idi Amin’s rule, disappeared with other senior pastors after sending a letter which asked Idi Amin to use the army’s weapons to protect civilians. It is rumored that human flesh was contained in his refrigerator.  

   
As a Muslim, Idi Amin killed many Christians. Most of the Christian leaders in Uganda lost their lives. He was from the northwestern Nile region and killed many southern Bantoo clan. It aggravated the trouble between the north and south.

  
He evicted Indians, who played a major role in the Ugandan industry and this ruined the Ugandan economy. He distributed what he expropriated from them to close people, such as his tribe or Muslims. However, he had to go into exile because he was being hunted by joint forces of rebels and Tanzanian troops. But he was well treated in Saudi Arabia in recognition of his support of Islam.

   
When his illness was aggravated, the issue of his return to Uganda was discussed. But President Museveni vowed to imprison Amin at Luzira prison, the biggest prison in Uganda, if he returned to Uganda alive. Therefore, Amin could not return.

   
However, there are people who favored this notorious dictator, it seems. Muslims gathered together to discuss building the Idi Amin memorial Hall. 
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Africans are promiscuous?

Bernedett’s research shows that there are big differences in Ugandans’ sexual lives according to their tribes. Some tribes regard a married woman as common possession of her husband’s brothers while in other tribes, a man treat his wife’s sisters as if they were his wives. But most of these traditions are disappearing as AIDS spreads. 

   
However, the African traditional sexual life was not as promiscuous as we know it to be now. It is said that Bagandans, Uganda’s biggest tribe, prized chastity to the extent to which women who lost their virginity before marriage were thrown into a lake to become the prey of crocodiles. However, once the country became colonized by the British, Ugandans became footloose and fancy free. 

   
Therefore, there is a big difference in city life and country life. It is not difficult to find young women in a mini skirt or midriff in the City of Kampala. In particular, many campus students are wearing clothes that look like underwear. On the contrary, such style is not allowed in the country. Many patriarchs consider campus girls as prostitutes. 

   
However, generally, Ugandans tolerate polygamy because it is a symbol of wealth and they think it is convenient to have that system. It is usual that the rich, if not Muslim, have two or three wives: one in Kampala and another in their hometown.

   
In fact, it is poverty that aggravates sexual immorality in Uganda. The terms of sugar daddy and sugar mommy are common words. Many young women receive help from old guys and in return pay the price for their help to them. These are their sugar daddies. The opposite case is a sugar mommy. It is called African “date for money.” 

   
It is said that campus girls have three boy friends: one is whom they really love; another is a sugar daddy, who gives them money; the other is a classmate who helps them with their school studies.

   
For various reasons, 80 percent of girls under 15 have already had sexual experiences. There are many women who prostitute in order to support their families. Who can throw stones at them by reason that they are promiscuous?  
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