Blackout in a hospital?

I once attended a nursing school graduation in Korea. Each graduate went to a person who dressed up like a Nightingale and lit a lamp……I thought it was a vow that they would take care of patients even at night under a lamp light. At that time it would be possible to treat patient, with only a lamp at nighttime, because there were no medical instruments which need electricity.

In 21st century, however, something that should never happen in a hospital is a blackout. A few years ago, the Japanese government donated to the ICU a ventilator. It was a really great because we don’t even have an Ambu bag in a regular inpatient floor. However, some time later, one patient who was on ventilator died because there was a sudden blackout. After that, an electric generator was placed in the ICU. 

Personally, I had difficulties when a blackout occurred while performing a bronchoscopy on a patient. I was almost done…. I had to wait a long time with the bronchoscope in my hand. I didn’t know what to do whether I should just wait or take out the bronchoscope and wait until the electricity was turned back on. Finally, I had to take out the bronchoscope, because my arm was hurting and my patient was also looking at me with an endoscope in his nose…. About 10 minutes later, the electricity came back on so I could finish the bronchoscopic examination. Still, even now, I have no idea what to do if I face the same situation again. 

People rarely take an elevator in the hospital. It is especially wise not to use it on the weekends. Why? It would be terrible if you had to spend your weekend in the elevator. 
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